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Letter from the President

Gina Farnell

From the Executive Director

Barry McCullough

Lots to be thankful for, lots to look forward to.

The Literary and Historical Society of Quebec is most 
thankful for the support of its members, friends, and the 
community that surrounds us. We will have come through 
the pandemic months relatively unscathed. This we owe to 
our members, who stood by us through thick and thin and 
who gladly took part in events and activities, even though 
they were offered differently. We also truly appreciate the 
financial support received from both private and public 
sectors during these difficult times.

Slowly but surely, activities and events are livening up the 
Morrin Centre again. Some of these activities are now held 
in person, always respecting public health protocols, and 
others are a hybrid of in-person and online access. The 
Library now welcomes more members, and we have seen a 
gradual return of visitors to the Centre as well as an increase 
in interest in renting our beautiful spaces for receptions and 
social gatherings.

Sadly, our well-known Literary Feast will not be held 
this year. We are more determined than ever to hold an 
exceptional edition of this sought-after event in the coming 
year.

’Tis the time of the year to look back at what has been 
accomplished and to look forward to what is to come. To all 
of you, LHSQ members, community members, volunteers, 
and of course staff, a very merry holiday season. May you 
enjoy fun-filled times with family and friends. May you also 
find the time to recharge and rest with a good book and a 
hot drink. 

Cheers,
Gina Farnell

As we gradually shift back to in-person programming, a 
number of our activities are still taking place in the virtual 
space. For instance, two new virtual activities will be 
happening this winter. The first, In These Spaces, is a series 
of discussions focusing on our building's historic rooms. 
For each segment, an expert in a domain related to one of 
the rooms will present on a subject related to that space. At 
the end of each discussion, we will give the story behind 
an artifact held in that space. The virtual series is slated to 
begin in January 2022.

The second is Library Lectures, a new series of history talks. 
It kicks off on December 14 with an online presentation 
titled “The Criminal Past of the Faubourg Saint-Jean, 
1760–1914” by Donald Fyson, full professor of history at 
Université Laval and member of the LHSQ Council. I’m 
very much looking forward to it!

We are deep into our planning for Imagination 2022, which 
is set to take place from April 1 to 6. The current plan is to 
host the festival in person, following the mandated health 
and safety protocols. We have been exploring the possibility 
of including a hybrid component and would love to get 
your opinion.

I would like to wish all of you a happy and healthy holiday 
season with those close to you. It is a time for us to reflect 
and appreciate the good things in life, something that is 
especially important following a year of ups and downs.

See you in 2022,
Barry McCullough
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block s  in  f avor  of  t hese  projec t s ,  m a ny of 
which  we re  des ig ned w it h  sta rk  Br uta l i st 
a rch itec t ure ,  ca n  be  in f ur i at ing. 

These  obse r vat ions ,  howeve r,  a re  m ade  w it h 
seve ra l  decades ’  wor t h  of  h ind sight  a nd 

k nowledge  of  best 
prac t ices .  To ge t  a 
f u l le r  pic t ure  of  c it ie s ’ 
ra t iona le s  for  t he i r 
dec i s ions ,  i t  i s  wor t h 
ta k ing  a  c lose r  look 
at  t he i r  s i t u at ions  at 
t he  t ime t he  dec i s ions 
we re  m ade .

Reversing the 
" Irreversib le" 

Quebec  Cit y  wa s  no 
st ra nge r  to  t he  c it y 
pl a nn ing  t re nd s  of 
t he  e ra ,  e ng ag ing  in 
seve ra l  redeve lopme nt 
sche mes  dur ing  t he 
19 60 s  a nd 1970 s 
w it h  va r y ing  leve l s 
of  success .  The  Ma i l 
Sa int-Roch ( l a te r  t he 

Ma i l  Ce nt re-Vi l le),  which  ex i sted  f rom 1974 
to  2 0 0 6 ,  comes  ac ross  a s  a  qu i rk y,  i l l-f a ted 
a r t i f ac t  of  t he  e ra .  Ye t ,  i t s  conce pt ion,  l i fe , 
a nd de at h  a re  wor t h  ex a m in ing ,  a s  t hey 
of fe r  a  g l impse  into  t he  l a rge r  dec l ine  a nd 
rebi r t h  of  t he  ne ighborhood ,  a nd prese nt  a 
f a sc inat ing  in it i a t ive  by  a  g roup of  me rcha nts 
whose  c it y  gove r nme nt  had a ssumed t hat 
t he i r  eve nt u a l  f a i lure  wa s  inev it able .

By  t he  19 60 s ,  t he  popu l at ion  of  Sa int-Roch 

T he rapid  suburba n i z at ion  of  Nor t h 
Ame r ica  in  t he  19 60 s  a nd 1970 s  de a lt 

a  ne a r-f ata l  blow for  dow ntow ns  t hroughout 
t he  cont ine nt .  Newly  const r uc ted  m a l l s , 
t he  g ather ing places in many suburbs,  of fered 
residents and vendors what downtowns could 
not:  easy accessibi l ity; 
f ree  pa rk ing ;  a  sa fe , 
c l i m a t e - c o n t r o l l e d 
e nv i ronme nt ;  a nd t he 
abi l i t y  to  pick  a nd 
choose  te na nts  to  f i t  a 
des i red  c l ie nte le .

To he lp  re juve nate 
t he i r  now-st r ug g l ing 
cores ,  m a ny c it ie s 
t r ied  to  compe te  by 
br ing ing  some of  t he 
adva ntages  of  t he 
m a l l s  into  dow ntow ns: 
p e d e s t r i a n i z i n g 
s t r e e t s ,  b u l l d o z i n g 
b l o c k s  o f  a g i n g 
b u i l d i n g s  a n d  r e -
p l a c i n g  t h e m  w i t h 
p a r k i n g  g a r a g e s 
o r  s m a l l e r  i n d o o r 
m a l l s ,  o r  b r i n g i n g 
h i g h w a y s  c l o s e r  into  c it y  ce nt res .

L ook ing  back ,  m a ny of  t hese  pl a ns  see m 
feeble ,  poorly  t hought  out ,  a nd doomed to 
f a i l .  Some of  t he  “m a l l s”  a re  l aughably  me age r 
in  compa r i son w it h  t he i r  suburba n bre t hre n, 
whi le  w ind swe pt ,  need less ly  ex pa nsive 
pa rk ing  lot s  a nd om inou sly  loom ing  e levated 
h ighways  m a ke  t he  pedest r i a n  ex pe r ie nce 
u nple a sa nt .  In  look ing  at  pre-redeve lopme nt 
im ages ,  t he  loss  of  ha nd some,  h i stor ic  c it y 

Mail Saint-Roch:
Quebec City's Urban Experiment
 By Hoffman Wolff

Mail Saint-Roch in 1975

Le Mail Saint-Roch, 1975-10-18. Archives de la Ville de Québec, Fonds 
Ville de Québec, N013634. Droits réservés Ville de Québec

| Transactions
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had dec l ined  f rom it s  pe a k  of  30 ,0 0 0 
to  fewe r  t ha n 15,0 0 0,  a s  re s ide nts  le f t 
beh ind c rowded ,  ag ing  apa r t me nts  for  t he 
conve n ie nce  of  t he  suburbs .  The  const r uc t ion 
of  t he  Du f fe r in-Mont more nc y  Ex pressway 
d i spl aced  eve n  more  f a m i l ie s .  Bu sinesses 
fol lowed ,  a s  four  m a l l s  we re  bu i l t  be t wee n 
1958 a nd 19 62:  Pl ace  L aur ie r,  Pl ace  Sa inte-
Foy,  Ga le r ie s  de  l a  Ca na rd iè re ,  a nd Ga le r ie s 
de  Cha rle sbourg.

This  exodu s  wa s  sore ly  fe l t  on  Sa int-
Jose ph St ree t ,  whe re  much of  Quebec  Cit y ’s 
shopping  wa s  ce nte red  t hrough t he  f i r st 
ha l f  of  t he  2 0 t h ce nt ur y.  Be g inn ing  in  t he 
1950 s ,  t he  suburbs  added ha l f  a  k i lome t re ’s 
wor t h  of  com me rc ia l  space  pe r  ye a r,  t he  va st 
m ajor it y  of  which  wa s  e a s i ly  access ible  by 
ca r.  Sa int-Jose ph St ree t  cou ld n’t  he lp  but 
su f fe r :  eve r y  ye a r,  more  bu sinesses  c losed , 
a nd by  t he  m id-19 60 s ,  t he  150 me mbe rs 
of  t he  st ree t ’s  me rcha nts ’  a ssoc iat ion  we re 
se a rch ing  for  solut ions .  Re prese ntat ives 

f rom t he  a ssoc iat ion  a nd t he  c it y  we nt  on  a 
f ac t-f ind ing  m iss ion  to  t he  U. S .  to  ex a m ine 
t he  g row ing  t re nd of  “pedest r i a n  m a l l s ,”  in 
which  a  m ajor  dow ntow n shopping  st ree t 
wa s  c losed  to  veh ic u l a r  t ra f f ic .

Su f f ic ie nt ly  impressed  w it h  what  t hey  fou nd , 
Sa int-Jose ph St ree t  wa s  pedest r i a n i zed  in 
19 68 be t wee n L a nge l ie r  St ree t  a nd Sa int-
Roch St ree t .  It  had  l i t t le  e f fec t ,  howeve r,  a s 

t he  st re tch  wa s  shor t ly  re-ope ned 
to  automobi le  t ra f f ic .  Sa le s  on 
t he  st ree t  dec l ined  7% be t wee n 
19 6 6 a nd 19 69.

Un l i ke  in  m a ny ot he r  c it ie s  whe re 
dow ntow n re novat ion  e f for t s  we re 
despe rate ,  top-dow n in it i a t ives 
imposed  by  t he  c it y,  Quebec  Cit y ’s 
gove r nme nt  see med c ur iou s ly 
re s ig ned to  t he  f ate  of  t he  d i st r ic t . 
The  c it y ’s  mu n ic ipa l  pl a nn ing 
de pa r t me nt  desc r ibed  t he  urba n 
exodu s  a s  “nor m a l ,  inev it able , 
a nd i r reve rs ible ,”  a nd ind icated 
t hat  t he  dec l ine  wou ld  cont inue .1 
Neve r t he le ss ,  t he  Sa int-Jose ph 
me rcha nts ’  a ssoc iat ion  pu shed 
for wa rd  w it h  a n  aud ac iou s  ide a , 
deve loping  pl a ns  to  bu i ld  a  one-

stor y  roof  ove r  a  re-pedest r i a n i zed  sec t ion  of 
t he  st ree t  to  c re ate  a  t r ue  “ dow ntow n m a l l .” 
The  four-m i l l ion-dol l a r  const r uc t ion  cost 
wa s  to  be  eve nt u a l ly  bor ne  by  t he  me rcha nts 
t he m se lves .  W hi le  t he  c it y  wou ld  cove r  t he 
up-f ront  cost s  a nd not  cha rge  t a xes  for  t he 
f i r st  t wo ye a rs ,  t he  a ssoc iat ion  wou ld  pay 
$250,0 0 0 a nnu a l ly  in  subseque nt  ye a rs .

The  roof,  t he  me rcha nts ’  “col lec t ive  d re a m,” 2 
wa s  comple ted  in  Nove mbe r  1974,  c re at ing 
t he  “ longest  cove red  st ree t  in  t he  world ” 

| Transactions

Saint-Joseph Street before the construction of Mail Saint-Roch

Disposition d'arbustres dans un secteur de la rue Saint-Joseph (extérieur), between 1970 and 1979. 
Archives de la Ville de Québec, Fonds Ville de Québec, N403924. Droits réservés Ville de Québec

1 Roch Desgagne, “Exode des commerces vers l’ouest de Québec,” Le Soleil, July 7, 1975.
2 Caroline Gaudreault, “Le mail Saint-Roch,” Tout le monde en parlait, aired May 31, 2011, on Radio-Canada.
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at  450 me t res  be t wee n Couronne  St ree t 
a nd Monse ig neur-Gauv re au  St ree t .3 The 
m a l l ’s  roof  fe at ured  t he  he av y  conc re te 
const r uc t ion  t y pica l  of  i t s  t ime ,  but  a l so 
inc luded Plex ig l a s  su n l ights  to  br ing  d ayl ight 
in .  Shoppe rs  t hroughout  t he  re g ion  we re 
at t rac ted  by  t he  Ma i l ’s  nove lt y  of  be ing  t he 
on ly  such cove red  st ree t  in  Nor t h  Ame r ica , 
a nd m a ny of  t he  m idd le-income,  a nd most ly 
olde r,  re m a in ing  re s ide nts  of  Sa int-Roch 
apprec iated  t he  conve n ie nce  of  t he  Ma i l .

The Decl ine of  the "Col lect ive Dream"

The new shopping  ce nt re  wa s  in it i a l ly  see n 
a s  bot h  a  f ina nc ia l  a nd a n  urba n desig n 
success ,  w it h  t he  $ 45 m i l l ion  in  sa le s  on  t he 
st ree t  in  1973 inc re a s ing  to  $ 65 m i l l ion  by 
198 0.  Me a nwhi le ,  t he  Ma i l  wa s  g a r ne r ing 
posit ive  at te nt ion  outs ide  t he  c it y.  In 
1978 ,  t he  he ad  of  Un ive rs ité  de  Mont re a l ’s 
a rch itec t ure  school  pra i sed  it s  “exce l le nt 
approach ”  in  c re at ing  a  ple a sa nt ,  com for table 
at mosphe re , 4 whi le  La Pre sse  dec l a red  t he 
Ma i l  “a n  exce pt iona l  a rch itec t ura l  in it i a t ive 

[a nd]  a  ste p  in  t he  r ight  d i rec t ion  of  urba n 
deve lopme nt ,”  a nd re por ted  t hat  Mont re a l 
wa s  st rong ly  conside r ing  bu i ld ing  a  s im i l a r 
roof  ove r  Sa int-Hube r t  St ree t  (tod ay ’s  Pl a z a 
Sa int-Hube r t).5 A se pa rate  g roup of  Sa int-
Jose ph St ree t  me rcha nts  west  of  t he  Ma i l 
eve n  pu shed to  have  t he  roof  ex te nded to 
L a nge l ie r  St ree t—a projec t  t hat  neve r  ca me 
to  f r u it ion .

Ye t ,  by  t he  198 0 s ,  Sa int-Roch ’s  dec l ine  wa s 
acce le rat ing  a nd t he  Ma i l  wa s  sta r t ing  to 
su f fe r  t he  e f fec t s .  The  olde r  ne ighborhood 
res ide nts  who had m ade  up much of  t he 
m a l l ’s  c l ie nte le  dur ing  t he  1970 s  we re 
dy ing  out ,  le av ing  beh ind a  lowe r-income 

popu l at ion  t hat  f aced  a  numbe r  of  soc ia l 
proble m s .  O w ne rs  of  stores  in  t he  m a l l  we re 
ne g lec t ing  t he  re s ide nces  on  t he  uppe r  f loors 
of  t he i r  bu i ld ing s ,  a nd t he  m a l l ’s  l a st  t wo 
de pa r t me nt  stores ,  Sy nd icat  a nd Paque t , 
c losed  in  Ju ly  1981.  Ta xes  f rom t he  re ta i le rs 
we re n’t  e nough to  cove r  t he  ex pe nses  of 
kee ping  t he  m a l l  ope n:  t he  c it y  wa s  now 

Transactions |

Mail Saint-Roch Interior

Mail Saint-Roch - Disposition des bancs et arbustes (intérieur), between 
1970 and 1979. Archives de la Ville de Québec, Fonds Ville de Québec, 

N403927. Droits réservés Ville de Québec

Mail Saint-Roch Exterior

Mail Saint-Roch, 1977. Archives de la Ville de Québec, Fonds Ville de 
Québec, N402850. Droits réservés Ville de Québec

3 "Saint-Roch: une histoire populaire,” accessed October 21, 2021, https://saint-roch.blogspot.com/p/la-renovation-urbaine.html#5
4 Cited in Jean-Pierre Bonhomme, “Le mail Saint-Roch à Québec: un pas dans la bonne direction,” La Presse, June 30, 1978.
5 Ibid.
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subsid i z ing  t he  Ma i l  to  t he 
t u ne  of  $30 0,0 0 0 pe r  ye a r.

The  m a l l  re ta i le rs ’ 
a ssoc iat ion  wa s  a l so  in 
consta nt  squ abbles  w it h 
t he  c it y ’s  gove r nme nt  ove r 
ot he r  loca l  redeve lopme nt 
in it i a t ives  t hat  we re  e at ing 
up  va lu able  pa rk ing  spaces . 
Sit u ated  in  a n  inc re a s ing ly 
low-income ne ighborhood , 
re ta i le rs  we re  re l i a nt  on 
c u stome rs  f rom ot he r  a re a s . 
These  pote nt i a l  pat rons , 
howeve r,  we re  acc u stomed 
to  f ree ,  conve n ie nt  pa rk ing 
at  suburba n m a l l s .  In 
add it ion  to  t he  nove lt y 
of  t he  Ma i l  we a r ing  of f 
a nd t he  wa n ing  numbe r  of 
stores  t hat  appe a led  to  t he m, 
t he  l ack  of  ded icated  pa rk ing  wa s  ye t  a not he r 
de te r re nt .

Fur t he r more ,  w it h  t he  L aube r iv iè re  she lte r 
ne a rby  a nd inc re a s ing  de inst ut iona l i z at ion 
f rom t he  Robe r t-Gi f f a rd  hospita l ,  t he  Ma i l 
wa s  prog ress ive ly  becom ing  a  re f uge  for 
dest it ute  a nd homeless  people ,  e spec ia l ly 
dur ing  t he  w inte r  mont hs .  It s  proble m s 
we re  ex ace rbated  by  log i st ica l  i s sues  t hat 
suburba n m a l l s  d id n’t  f ace .  Reside nts  st i l l 
l ived  on  t he  stores ’  uppe r  f loors  a nd e nte red 
t he i r  bu i ld ing s  at  g rou nd leve l  ins ide  t he 
m a l l ,  me a n ing  t hat  t he  Ma i l  had  to  be  ope n 
24  hours  to  accom mod ate  t he i r  com ing s  a nd 
going s .  Add it iona l ly,  Sa int-Jose ph wa s  st i l l 
techn ica l ly  a  c it y  st ree t ,  so  a s  long  a s  t hose 
ins ide  cont inued wa l k ing  t he  cor r idor  of  t he 
Ma i l ,  ne it he r  t he  c it y  nor  t he  me rcha nts 
cou ld  a sk  t he m to  le ave ,  me a n ing  t hat 

homeless  ind iv idu a l s  wou ld  spe nd w inte r 
d ays  s imply  wa nde r ing  t he  m a l l  a im less ly.

Wit h  Sa int-Roch ’s  re putat ion  becom ing 
inc re a s ing ly  poor,  t he  Ma i l ’s  na me wa s 
cha nged to  t he  Ma i l  Ce nt re-Vi l le  in  1983, 
to  l i t t le  e f fec t .  L oca l  med ia  d id n’t  he lp 
m at te rs  by  f reque nt ly  t a k ing  shots  at 
t he  m a l l ,  desc r ibing  i t  a s  “t he  c resce nt 
of  pove r t y  in  Quebec  Cit y ”6 a nd “whe re 
t he  c it y ’s  homeless  a nd w inos  [rob ineux] 
l ive .” 7 Pe rhaps  se a rch ing  a  bit  too  ha rd 
for  ways  to  por t ray  t he  Ma i l  in  a  ne g at ive 
l ight ,  colum n ist s  a l so  f re t ted  ove r  rat he r 
be n ig n  occ ur re nces  such a s  le at he r-we a r ing 
tee nage rs  a nd m a l f u nc t ion ing  e sca l ators . 8

6  Denis Angers, “Course de 3 ans entre la survie ou l’agonie,” Le Soleil, June 16, 1981. 
7 Jocelyne Lepage, “Armand Vaillancourt, l’irréductible,” La Presse, March 20, 1992.
8 Alain Bouchard, “Les accotés du mail sont regardés de haut,” Le Soleil, March 8, 1985.

Woolworth's department store in Mail Saint-Roch

Woolworth (intérieur), between 1970 and 1979. Archives de la Ville de Québec, Fonds Ville de Québec, 
N403873. Droits réservés Ville de Québec
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The Fal l  of  the Mal l

By t he  sta r t  of  t he  199 0 s ,  Sa int-Roch had 
bot tomed out .  In  1991,  t he  ne ighborhood , 
now dow n to  6 ,0 0 0 res ide nts ,  had  a n 
u ne mploy me nt  rate  of  12% a nd t he  h ighest 
conce nt rat ion  of  pove r t y  in  Ca nad a .  Bi ke r 
g a ng s  u sed  store f ronts  in  t he  Ma i l  a s  f ronts 
for  d r ug  t ra f f ick ing  ope rat ions .  News 
re por ts  of  a r med robbe r y,  d r ug  u se ,  a nd d r ug 
de a l ing  at  t he  m a l l  appe a red  w it h  inc re a s ing 
f reque nc y,  a nd a  shoot ing  ins ide  t he  m a l l 
a s  Mid n ight  Ma ss  wa s  le t t ing  out  f rom t he 
adjoin ing  Ég l i se  Sa int-Roch on Chr i st m a s 
Eve  1992 le f t  a  v ic t im pa ra lyzed .9 

Pra i sed  not  so  long  ago,  t he  Ma i l  wa s  now 
de pic ted  a s  a  “ghe t to”10 a nd a  “ Be rl in  Wa l l ”11 
t hat  wa s  “a sphy x iat ing  t he  ne ighborhood .” 1 2 
In  199 0,  La Pre sse ,  wh ich  12  ye a rs 
pr ior  had  chee r i ly  dec l a red  t he 
m a l l  a n  “exce pt iona l  a rch itec t ura l 
in it i a t ive ,”  now bl a red  t hat  i t  wa s 
“a n  a rch itec t ura l  he resy,  a  hor ror 
in  t he  f ie ld  of  urba n pl a nn ing , 
a n  ex a mple  of  what  not  to  do 
whe n you wa nt  to  re inv igorate 
a  bu siness  d i st r ic t .” 1 3 Most  of 
t he  stores  w it h in  t he  m a l l  we re 
of  t he  lowe r-e nd va r ie t y,  such  a s 
dol l a r  stores  a nd paw n shops , 
whi le  i t s  physica l  s t r uc t ure  wa s 
de te r iorat ing ,  w it h  upkee p a nd 
re pa i rs  becom ing  l a rge r  i s sues . 
The  c it y ’s  subsidy  wa s  now up to 
$750,0 0 0 pe r  ye a r.

Me a nwhi le ,  t he  c it y,  led  by  m ayor 
Je a n-Pau l  L’A l l ie r,  wa s  pl a nt ing 

t he  seed s  for  Sa int-Roch ’s  t ur na rou nd .  A 
l a rge  vaca nt  pa rce l  be t wee n Couronne  a nd 
Dorcheste r  St ree t s  wa s  re novated  into  t he 
Sa int-Roch Ga rde ns  (tod ay  t he  Je a n-Pau l 
L’A l l ie r  Ga rde ns).  Cit y  of f ice s  we re  moved 
into  a  re novated  Dom in ion Corse t  bu i ld ing 
on  Cha rest  Bou leva rd ,  whi le  t he  Médu se 
a r t i st s ’  coope rat ive  on  Côte  d ’Abra ha m 
ope ned in  1995.  L ate r  in  t he  decade ,  t he 
École  nat iona le  d ’ad m in i st rat ion  publ ique 
a nd t he  Télé-Un ive rs ité  moved into  t he 
sec tor,  br ing ing  new l i fe  a nd v ibra nc y  into 
t he  d i st r ic t ,  a nd e ncourag ing  ot he r  pr ivate 
invest me nt  in  Sa int-Roch.  In  a l l ,  ove r  $270 
m i l l ion  wa s  invested  in  t he  ne ighborhood 
be t wee n 1992 a nd 2 0 0 0.

A sh i f t  in  l iv ing  t a ste s  wa s  a l so  t a k ing 
pl ace .  Quebec  Cit y  re s ide nts  in it i a l ly  moved 

Transactions |

9 “Hold-up dans le Mail,” Le Soleil, September 30, 1992; Louis-Guy Lemieux, “La poudre à fous,” Le Soleil, March 13, 1995; “Arrestation,” Le Soleil,  
  May 6, 1992; Gilles Ouellet, “Tentative de meurtre en pleine nuit de Noël au mail Saint-Roch,” Le Soleil, December 26, 1992.
10 Jean Cimon and André Robitaille, “Quartier Saint-Roch: un bon départ!” Le Soleil, March 18, 1992.
11 Laurent Laplante, “Saint-Roch: un pari généreux,” Le Soleil, February 28, 1992.
12 Louis Bélanger, “Québec: un mail centre-ville à ciel ouvert,” Le Soleil, June 4, 1990.
13 Martial Dassylva, “En pleine Basse-Ville, le Rousillon Quebec,” La Presse, January 13, 1990.

 Visitors to Mail Saint-Roch in its heyday

Mail Saint-Roch (intérieur) vue de la baie vitrée et personnes sur les bancs, between 1970 and 1979.
Archives de la Ville de Québec, Fonds Ville de Québec, N403895. Droits réservés Ville de Québec
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to  t he  suburbs  to  e scape  dec re pit  urba n 
dwel l ing s:  by  19 60,  50% of  Quebec  Cit y ’s 
hou sing  stock  wa s  conside red  substa nd a rd . 
But  by  t he  l a te  199 0 s ,  a  new ge ne rat ion, 
which  had g row n up w it h  no  me mor y  of  t he 
cond it ions  m a ny of  t he i r  pa re nts  had  l ived 
in  a s  ch i ld re n,  wa s  sta r t ing  to  recog n i ze  t he 
l im itat ions  of  suburbs:  t he i r  homoge ne it y, 
l ack  of  wa l k abi l i t y,  ove r re l i a nce  on  pr ivate 
veh ic le s ,  a nd inc re a s ing ly  long  com mutes  to 
dow ntow n of f ice s .

In  shor t ,  you nge r  people  we re  inc re a s ing ly 
d raw n to  c it y  l iv ing ,  a nd w it h  it s  inex pe nsive 
re nts ,  s t ude nt  popu l at ion,  a nd new c u lt ura l 
of fe r ing s ,  t he  rapid ly  improv ing  Sa int-Roch 
wa s  becom ing  a n  at t rac t ive  opt ion .  Ma l l s 
we re  for  t he  suburbs:  to  t r y  a nd shoehor n 
one  into  a  dow ntow n now ju st  see med l i ke 
a n  awk wa rd ,  inappropr iate  f i t . 

The  Ma i l ’s  d ays  we re  numbe red .  By  t he 
199 0 s ,  t a l k  of  re mov ing  t he  roof  had  be g u n 
a s  pa r t  of  l a rge r  rev it a l i z at ion  e f for t s  on 
Sa int-Jose ph St ree t .  The  opin ion wa s  not 
u na n imou s:  loca l  re s ide nts  who u sed  t he 

m a l l  we re  ag a inst  re-ope n ing  t he  st ree t  to 
veh ic le  t ra f f ic ,  whi le  t he  d i sadva ntaged 
in  t he  ne ighborhood we re  conce r ned 
about  los ing  t he i r  pl ace  of  re f uge .  A f te r  a 
few ye a rs  of  d i sc u ss ion,  t he  re mova l  of  a 
30 0-me t re  sec t ion  of  t he  roof  be g a n be t wee n 
Pont  St ree t  a nd Couronne  St ree t .  Sa int-
Jose ph St ree t  wa s  of f ic i a l ly  reope ned w it h 
a  Chr i st m a s  pa rade  on  Dece mbe r  4 ,  2 0 0 0. 
The  re m a in ing  pa r t  of  t he  roof  wa s  re moved 
in  t he  sum me r  of  2 0 0 6 ,  u nve i l ing  a  Sa int-
Jose ph St ree t  s im i l a r  to  what  ex i st s  tod ay.

Conclusion

It  i s  e a sy  to  v iew t he  Ma i l  a s  a  ha m-ha nded 
urba n deve lopme nt  sche me doomed to  f a i l . 
Ye t ,  i t s  l ate r  st r ug g les  we re  le ss  the  f au lt  of  the 
Ma i l  i t se l f  a nd more  due  to  t he  sur rou nd ing 
ne ighborhood ’s  dec l ine ,  which  beca me 
more  a nd more  pronou nced in  t he  198 0 s 
a nd 199 0 s .  By  t he  t ime t he  ne ighborhood 
be g a n it s  re na i ssa nce  at  t he  t ur n  of  t he 
m i l le nn ium,  t he  Ma i l  wa s  no  longe r  a  nove l , 
innovat ive  add it ion  to  Sa int-Roch,  but  a n 

Brunet Pharmacy in Mail Saint-Roch 

Pharmacie Brunet, between 1975 and 1985. Archives de la Ville de Québec, Fonds Ville de Québec, 
N400722. Droits réservés Ville de Québec
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outd ated ,  decay ing  burde n,  u nappe a l ing  to 
t he  you nge r,  t re nd ie r  new res ide nts  of  t he 
a re a . 

The  Ma i l  eve nt u a l ly  out l ived  it s  u se f u l ness . 
But  upon c lose r  ex a m inat ion,  i t  wa s  a n 
ad m irably  c re at ive ,  a mbit iou s  projec t  t hat 
in it i a l ly  accompl i shed it s  goa l :  c re at ing 
a  ple a sa nt ,  prof it able ,  successf u l  urba n 
shopping  a l te r nat ive  in  t he  f ace  of  fe roc iou s 
suburba n compe t it ion .  Cred it  for  t he 
e a rly  success  shou ld  l ie  pr inc ipa l ly  w it h 
t he  me rcha nts ,  some of  whom had bee n 
on Sa int-Jose ph St ree t  for  a  ce nt ur y  a nd 
we re  w i l l ing  to  g a mble  on  a n  innovat ive 
solut ion .  Me a nwhi le ,  re sponsibi l i t y  for 
t he  g r im ness  of  t he  l a te r  ye a rs  re st s  more 
on  a  c it y  gove r nme nt  t hat ,  w it ness ing  t he 
decades-long  dec l ine  of  one  of  i t s  g ra nd 
com me rc ia l  ave nues ,  shr ug ged a nd dec l a red 
t he  ne ighborhood ’s  ble a k  f ate  to  be  “nor m a l , 
inev it able  a nd i r reve rs ible ,”  on ly  cha ng ing 
course  ye a rs  l a te r,  a f te r  Sa int-Roch had h it 
rock  bot tom a nd had d rag ged  t he  Ma i l  dow n 
w it h  it .   
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It's Time
By Britta Gundersen-Bryden

“On the Shelf ”—a recurring thematic review of 
some interesting, important, or just entertaining 
books in the Library of the Literary and Historical 
Society of Quebec.

After twenty-five columns over the past ten years, 
it is time for a hiatus (an appropriate word because 
I intend to keep contributing to Society Pages). That 
said, this column is a slight departure from previous 
ones, which tended to be based on a theme of some 
sort: books about rivers, food, or explorers, to name 
a few.

This column is a result of the return of in-person 
opportunities to browse the Library shelves, including 
those containing new arrivals. Searching the Library 
collection online, checking out e-books, or collecting 
selected books from the front desk certainly has served 
Lit & Hist members well during the past all-too-many 
months. Yet there is nothing quite like tilting the head 
sideways to read a title, carefully removing a book to 
gaze at the front cover, reading the back description, 
f lipping to the inside jacket notes, and, finally, deciding 
to check out a “real” book.

Given the chance to visit the Library in person, I found 
many books (25, in fact) that caught my fancy. I now 
have a personal list that will keep me turning pages 
through the winter and well into 2022.

Pairing Catchy Titles: Just for Fun 

I could pair Graeme Gibson’s The Bedside Book of 
Birds: An Avian Miscellany (2021 edition, with a new 
forward by Margaret Atwood) with Lucy Audubon: A 
Biography (2008) by Carolyn E. DeLatte or possibly 
with Marge Piercy’s memoir, Sleeping with Cats 
(2002).

Another entertaining pairing would be The Iron 
Whim: A Fragmented History of Typewriting (2005) 
by Darren Wershler-Henry and Just My Type: A 
Book About Fonts (2010) by Simon Garfield.

Catching Up

Sometimes I enjoy books by certain authors and would 
like to read more of their work. Jane Urquhart’s novel 
The Stone Carvers (2001), the story of the devastating 
impact of World War I on a Canadian family, falls 
into this category.

And then there are some books I haven’t read just 
because I haven’t gotten around to them. Hilary 
Mantel’s historical novel Bring Up the Bodies (2001) 
is now on my list.
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History Plus

The books in the Library ref lect the interests of Lit 
& Hist members, so it’s no wonder that there is an 
abundance of history offerings on the shelves. Here 
are three I’ve put on my personal winter reading list:

Yankees in Canada (1980) is a collection of travel essays 
edited by James Doyle. Many American travellers, 
including several well-known writers, visited Canada 
in the 19th century. Though many found Quebec 
charming—or at least quaint—most were certain that 
their northern neighbours would soon be absorbed by 
the United States.

The Hanging of Angélique: The Untold Story of 
Canadian Slavery and the Burning of Old Montréal 
(2006), by Afua Cooper, recounts the dramatic 
true story of Marie-Joseph Angélique, a 29-year-old 
enslaved Black woman hanged for starting a fire in the 
heart of Montreal in 1734.

Le chien d’or (aka The Golden Dog, 2012 edition 
by McGill-Queen’s University Press) is by William 
Kirby. Though a novel, the recounting of Quebec’s 
history and legends casts this work as something more 
than a simple work of fiction. At 900 pages, this well-
known epic may last me into the spring.

My Popcorn Books

On a plane, on a train, or curled up in my favourite 
chair, I’ve been known to devour “popcorn books,” as I 
call them because, like freshly-made popcorn drenched 
with real butter, they are well-written page turners 
that I can’t put down. Just think of J. K. Rowling's 

Harry Potter series, Louise Penny’s Three Pines 
(and further afield) best-sellers, Ken Follett’s works 
of historical fiction, James Lee Burke’s New Orleans 
detective yarns, and Kathy Reichs’ mix of science and 
murder in Montreal and points south.

I do like a good mystery (as the paragraph above 
demonstrates) and have read some Nordic noir, but 
there are a few writers of this genre that I’ve missed 
so far. I can correct that by taking Jo Nesbø’s Macbeth 
(2018) off the shelf.

Locked up, locked down, or simply staying close to 
home, I’m sure I’m not the only Lit & Hist member 
who has filled some (many?) hours watching gripping 
series on screen, including series based on popular 
books. I do like the on-screen version of that intrepid 
Northumberland detective inspector, Vera Stanhope, 
but now I can read The Darkest Evening (2020) to see 
how Ann Cleeves creates her characters and crafts her 
plots. 

Back in the 1970s, fresh out of university, I found my 
first job as junior secondary teacher in a small town. I 
wanted my students to enjoy reading, but our school 
had no library.  I created a small bookshelf in my 
classroom and stocked it with second-hand books. I 
read every one first. To engage the boys in my classes I 
added as many science fiction titles as possible, which 
meant I read books by the likes of Robert A. Heinlein, 
Isaac Asimov, Ray Bradbury, Arthur C. Clarke, and, of 
course, Frank Herbert. Now that Denis Villeneuve’s 
film Dune has been released, I’m sure I’m not the only 
library user who will want to check out Dreamer of 
Dune: The Biography of Frank Herbert (2003), by his 
son, Brian Herbert.

Library Pages |
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Have Passport, Will Travel (Soon, I Hope)

Turkey is not on my list of places I’d really like to go, 
but many people I know rave about this country that 
straddles East and West. Maybe if I took Istanbul: 
The Imperial City (1996) off the shelf, I’d have a 
better understanding of why I should re-visit my list. 
Author John Freely has written numerous books 
about Turkey, in case I want to know more. 

The Big Red Train Ride (1978) describes Eric Newby’s 
trip across the former Soviet Union. My father made a 
Trans-Siberian train trip about that time. I wonder if 
he and the author had similar adventures?

I couldn’t resist adding David Monagan’s Jaywalking 
with the Irish (2004) to my list. Was it the maps inside 
or the photo of a pint of Guinness on the cover that 
drew me in?

Esoteric

Some books seem just plain interesting—at least to 
me. The following three titles caught my attention:

In Praise of Slow: How a Worldwide Movement is 
Challenging the Cult of Speed (2004) by Carl Honoré 
isn’t just about the “slow food” movement or about the 
personal slowing down that often accompanies aging. 
The past two years have caused many people to slow 
down and challenge the idea of “instant everything.” 
Honoré provides a rationale and framework for such 
ref lection. 

The World in Six Songs (2006) by Daniel J. Levitin has 
a catchy title on the spine but seemed to be something 

much different when I read the jacket notes. I think 
I’ll give it a try anyway. 

The title says it all. The Audacity of His Enterprise: 
Louis Riel and the Métis Nation that Canada Never 
Was, 1840–1875 (2019) by M. Max Hamon reminds 
me that I need to learn more about this period of 
Canadian history. 

Young At Heart

Younger readers can build their own lists. I would 
have liked the following books—forget the past tense, 
I would still enjoy them.

Greta and the Giants (2019), by Zoë Tucker and 
illustrated by Zoe Persico, is about Greta Thunberg, 
and there is no doubt who the “giants” are. With a 
1996 edition of A. A. Milne’s The Complete Tales 
and Poems of Winnie-the-Pooh I can re-visit the entire 
Pooh canon. Pirate’s Passage (2006), written and 
illustrated by William Gilkerson, caught my eye. I’ve 
often been intrigued by pirate tales, and this one is set 
off the coast of Nova Scotia. I’d check it out if I were 
(much) younger.

What a title! What illustrations! I’d snap up Professor 
Astro Cat’s Frontiers of Space (2016) by Dr. Dominic 
Walliman and Ben Newman if I were ten years old.

In Artists and Their Pets: Stories of Famous Artists 
and Their Animal Friends (2018), author Susie 
Hodge and illustrator Violet Lemay explain that cats 
and dogs were many artists’ pets of choice—but there 
were a few odd animal companions too.
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My Favourite Book in the Library (at Least This 
Year)

My very favorite book in the Library is a children’s 
book, Stanley’s Party (2003), written by Linda Bailey 
and illustrated by Bill Slavin. I mean, who wouldn’t 
smile at a colourful cover picture of a goofy dog, 
dancing with his friends while wearing a lampshade 
on his head? However, my affection for Stanley and 
his guests goes a bit deeper. I worked for the British 
Columbia Ministry of Education for many years. 
Colleagues in the early literacy unit would select books 
to send to schools each year. One year it was Stanley’s 
turn. Large posters of the book’s cover were produced 
so teachers could display them in their classrooms. I 
asked for a poster of Stanley’s Party. I put it up in my 
office to remind me (and anyone who stopped in for a 
meeting or just a chat) that we were doing important 
work but that we had to remember to have fun, too. 
When I retired, I passed Stanley along to a friend. It 
was a real treat to meet Stanley again in the Library.

And so, with a smile (but no lampshade), I conclude 
“On the Shelf ”—at least for a while.

					     – BGB

Library Pages |

The Library is now open for in-person services 
for members. 

Please visit morrin.org for more details. 

https://www.morrin.org/en/
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New Aquisitions
Here are some of the new titles in the Library’s collection. 

Books with an * are also available on OverDrive.

Ring *
André Alexis
Fiction
A384 2021

Apples Never Fall
Liane Moriarty
Fiction
M854 2021

A Life on Our 
Planet
David Attenborough
Non-Fiction
508 A883

Cloud Cuckoo Land
Anthony Doerr
Fiction
D652 2021

Oh William!
Elizabeth Strout
Fiction
S925 2021

Permanent 
Astonishment
Tomson Highway
Memoir
BIO H638 2021

What Strange 
Paradise
Omar El-Akkad
Fiction
E37 2021

Fight Night *
Miriam Toews
Fiction
T643 2021

Taste
Stanley Tucci
Memoir
BIO T886 2021

Crossroads *
Jonathan Franzen
Fiction
F837 2021

The Lincoln 
Highway *
Amor Towles
Fiction
T742 2021

Hunting by Stars
Cherie Dimaline
Young Adult
YA DIM 2021

Go Tell the Bees 
That I am Gone
Diana Gabaldon
Fiction
G112 2021

Harlem Shuff le
Colson Whitehead
Fiction
W592 2019

Carol and the Pickle 
Toad
Esme Shapiro
Junior Picture
JP SHA 2021
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What’s New on OverDrive
Here are some of the new e-book and audiobook titles now available. Log in to the Morrin Centre’s OverDrive sys-
tem at morrin.overdrive.com with your library card to check out our latest acquisitions. 

Books with an * are also available in a physical copy in the Library.

Library Pages |

The Sentence
Louise Erdrich
Fiction

The Lost Apothecary
Sarah Penner
Fiction

We, Jane
Aimee Wall
Fiction

A Slow Fire Burning
Paula Hawkins
Fiction

State of Terror *
Louise Penny & 
Hillary Rodham 
Clinton
Fiction

On the Origin of the 
Deadliest Pandemic 
in 100 Years
Elaine Dewar
Non-Fiction

The Love Songs of 
W.E.B. Du Bois
Honoree Fanonne 
Jeffers
Fiction

The Subtweet
Vivek Shraya
Fiction

Baking for the 
Holidays
Sarah Kieffer
Cooking

Glorious Frazzled 
Beings
Angélique Lalonde
Fiction

The Listeners
Jordan Tannahill
Fiction

music, late and soon
Robyn Sarah
Memoir

The Golden 
Notebook *
Doris Lessing 
Fiction

A Conspiracy in 
Belgravia
Sherry Thomas
Fiction

Crying in H Mart
Michelle Zauner
Memoir

https://morrin.overdrive.com/
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The Morrin Centre team wishes

you a joyous holiday season with

peace and cheer in the New Year!

appy

appy

H

H olidays!

olidays!

H

H
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Universal anxiety-inducing themes such as genuine 
long-lasting love, children, money, the meaning of 
life, generation gaps, capitalism, gender identity, the 
meaning of success, technology, and more are touched 
upon with humour and profound insight. The power 
of friendship, hope, and forgiveness appears to be the 
antidote to despair.

As you read, you will be saying to yourself, “So true! So 
very true!” and find words of wisdom you will want to 
print and stick on your living room walls, as reminders. 
Without revealing too much about the ending, here is 
just a tip: keep those tissues close at hand!

Anxious People (Simon & Schuster, 2020). 

■
Aria 
by Nazanine Hozar
Book review by Maude Boucher

Nazanine Hozar, a woman born  
in Tehran during the Iranian 
Revolution, moved to Canada in 
1985 with her family. In 2019, she 
published her first novel, Aria.

This incredible story takes readers 
through the life of a young girl, 
from her birth in the 1950s to her 

adulthood during the Iranian Revolution in 1979. It 
gives a different, though realistic, perspective on how 
the revolution affected the people of Iran.

Becoming an orphan on the day of her birth, the little 
girl was found by a man who had no idea how much 
she would change his life when he named her Aria, 
“after all the world’s pains and all the world’s loves.” 
And in turn, he would also have an important place in 
her life, becoming her family.

Aria went on to have three mother figures in her life 
who all helped shape her character; they taught her 

Anxious People 
by Fredrik Backman
Book review by Françoise Carrière 

A few years ago, my husband and 
I came across a Swedish movie 
that absolutely charmed us with 
its candor: A Man Called Ove. 
When I learned that the author 
of the book, Fredrik Backman, 
had published a new novel, I 
approached it favourably. I was not 
disappointed.

Anxious People is Backman’s latest book. Although it 
is considered a crime or mystery novel, don’t be fooled. 
It is a much deeper story about people and their 
struggles with life. Being labeled as a mystery novel 
makes it easier to read about anxiety, the evil of the 
century, without raising your own anxiety levels!

The book starts with a bank robbery that becomes a 
hostage-taking situation. The small-town policemen 
who deal with the crime are a father and son duo who, 
as the story unfolds, have their own personal issues. 
The book is filled with gems, such as the words of a 
father about to jump off the bridge: “Do you know 
what the worst thing about being a parent is? That you 
are always judged by your worst moments… Parents 
are defined by their mistakes.” The older policeman, 
who is overprotective of his son, compares himself to 
those penguins that squat on top of a stone because 
they do not want to accept that the egg has gone.

The despair of being a parent is also embodied in the 
bank robber/hostage taker, whose motive is to steal 
enough money to be able to provide a decent apartment 
for their children after a bad divorce. All the characters 
have noble motives but go about reaching their goals 
by making terrible decisions. Zara, the banker, often 
observes that the characters are all “idiots.” But as the 
story unfolds, we realize that, on the contrary, the 
characters are just clumsy at expressing their needs 
and woes.

Book Reviews
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different things about life that helped her when she 
herself become a mother years later. Mixing friendship, 
love, and family, the novel Aria presents the harsh 
truths of life. Although it is a work of fiction, it is still 
based on the reality of the Iranian people before and 
during the revolution—and Hozar manages to change 
the narrative a little by showing that reality through 
the eyes of an orphan.

Having read Aria at just 17 years old, the novel made 
me better understand and see the difficulties of the 
entire world, and not just Iran. This book enlightened 
me about the different realities people live across the 
world, and it showed me how strongly people fought, 
and still do, for their liberty and their beliefs. Even 
though I lost part of my youth during the pandemic, 
it could never equal the wars, revolutions, and deaths 
that some children have faced in other parts of the 
world.

Aria (Vintage Canada, 2019).

■
State of Terror 
by Hillary Rodham Clinton & Louise 
Penny
Book review by Gail Cameron

This is Louise Penny’s eighteenth 
novel and her first with a co-author, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. I am 
a great fan of Penny’s books, but 
I was skeptical at first about this 
collaboration. It did not seem like a 
natural match to me intially, but it 
works! This political thriller is also 
not Penny’s usual genre. It took me 

a while to get immersed in the story, but then I was 
hooked!

State of Terror revolves around Secretary of State Ellen 
Adams, who has been appointed to the newly sworn-
in U.S. cabinet by President Douglas Williams, who 
defeated incumbant President Eric Dunn. Adams had 
been the head of a media chain and had not supported 

Williams. Her appointment seems to be a way to silence 
her opinions. We quickly learn of terrorist bombings 
in London, Paris, and Frankfurt that result in the 
death of Pakistani nuclear physicists. Who are these 
terrorists? And what do they want? The story takes us 
to the backcountry of Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Iran. 
Terrorists can be anywhere and can be found where we 
least expect.

Secretary Adams and her team must find out who is 
behind these attacks and neutralize the imminent threats 
to the homeland. Her team includes both her son and 
daughter as well as her best friend, State Department 
counselor Betsy Jameson. There are many twists and 
turns, and a few veiled references to a certain former 
president. Our much-loved village of Three Pines and 
its inhabitants even make a cameo! What a treat! The 
novel is a testament to loyalty, friendship, and devotion.

This is a wake-up call about our times: there is too 
much power in too many hands that can be corrupted. 
Clinton clearly has the political background to 
contribute very knowledgeable insight into this very 
complex world arena. Although it was very politically 
based, it was a good read. I believe that there will be a 
second collaboration down the road. Something to look 
forward to! Happy reading! 

State of Terror (Simon & Schuster/St. Martin's Press, 2012) * Also on 
OverDrive.

■
Tilly and the Crazy Eights 
by Monique Gray Smith
Book review by Susan Saul

Longlisted for Canada Reads 2021, 
Tilly and the Crazy Eights is a timely 
book that touches on issues affecting 
First Nation communities as well as 
Reconciliation.  On the surface, the 
novel is a light and enjoyable read, 
but it actually covers many serious 
subjects and issues.

During their weekly Stitch and Bitch, a group of 

Library Pages |
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The Santa Trap 
Written by Jonathan Emmett
Illustrated by Poly Bernatene
Book review by Antoine Dumont

Christmas stories are often 
heartfelt and warming. They 
feature kind and thoughtful 
characters who eventually 
prove themselves in front of an 
overwhelmingly un-Christmas-
like character whose heart 
they change regarding the 
holiday. And this makes sense: 

Christmas comes at the darkest and coldest time of the 
year, beckoning us to come together and cherish each 
other’s presence.

The Christmas story I am reviewing turns completely 
away from the canon’s norms by subverting expectations 
from the start.

The Santa Trap, written by Jonathan Emmett and 
illustrated by Poly Bernatene, lets us know right away 
that this is not your usual holiday story by making it 
clear through the opening words and images that the 
picture book contains neither peace nor goodwill.

The story revolves around Bradley Bartleby, a spoiled 
but ingenious child, hell-bent on catching Santa Claus 
and extorting him for any and all gifts that the man in 
red refuses to give. Dynamite, tigers, and guillotines—
nothing is off the table when it comes to Bradley’s plan. 
Hopefully, this time around, Bradley will obtain his 
long list of presents. Or will he?

From the outset, the main character, Bradley, is so 
unlikeable that one cannot help but be amused when 
his machinations go inevitably wrong. It is reminiscent 
of how one is amused at Wile E. Coyote’s mishaps in 
Saturday morning cartoons. The story makes for a 
hilarious ride for both adults and children. The author 
also provides helpful but subtle hints for reading the 
story aloud by adapting the size of the fonts for screams 
as well as onomatopoeias. The tale is complemented by 
Bernatene’s over-the-top but lovely full-page art. Using 

Indigenous Elders from a rural reservation in British 
Columbia decide to help Sarah (a member of their 
group who went through chemo the year before) fulfill 
her wish of dancing at the Gathering of Nations Pow 
Wow in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Along the way to 
the Gathering, they make stops so that each participant 
can experience something from their “bucket list.” Sarah, 
Anne, Rose, Lucy, Bea, Mabel, Chuck, and Poncho are 
joined by the younger Tilly as they embark upon their 
adventure—and along the way they evolve into a close-
knit group who share responsibility for each other. 
As they travel, they learn things about each other and 
themselves, laugh, argue, love, and become a true family.  
In many ways, this is a coming-of-age story for people 
who didn’t have the luxury to do so before.  

The characters are gracious, warm, and sympathetic; 
they use the opportunity of being physically distanced 
from their normal lives to take the time to talk, listen, 
learn, and grow.  For such a slim novel, this book 
manages to address many serious topics: relationships, 
residential schools, substance abuse, the Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women crisis, racism, 
homosexuality, illness, and death, but in such a gentle 
way, and via integration with the characters and the 
voyage, that the reader doesn’t recognize the depth of 
the material immediately.  The book elicits a wide range 
of emotions: empathy, laughter, and sadness, without 
being overbearing or coercive.

Tilly and the Crazy Eights could have easily been even 
twice as long, allowing for more in-depth development 
of the characters and further discussion of the issues. 
As it is, it is an easy-to-read, cozy story that successfully 
introduces topics for the reader to ponder and inspires 
them to investigate further.

Tilly and the Crazy Eights (Second Story Press, 2018). * Also on 

OverDrive.

■

| Library Pages
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vivid colours, the story is brought to life through clever 
perspectives, with an energy similar to that of a comic 
book.

All in all, I heartily recommend this picture book to 
families this upcoming holiday season. It is funny, 
beautifully illustrated, and serves as a clever cautionary 
tale about gratitude.

The Santa Trap (Peachtree Publishers, 2012).

■
Beyond: 
Discoveries from the Outer 
Reaches of Space 
Written by Miranda Paul
Illustrated by Sija Hong
Book review by Jeanne Lebossé-Gautron

Even before you reach the title 
page, Beyond enchants you. 
Sija Hong’s illustrations and 
Miranda Paul’s free verse poetry 
bring to life a world of etheric, 
gently curling representations 
of space, planets, and the star 
dust in between. Not only are 
Hong’s illustrations gorgeous 
and well worth reading the 

book for in and of themselves, but Paul’s writing both 
teaches and entices. There is something charming 
about the shape of the words and the excitement that 
fills them. “Are these fantastical places real?” she asks, 
immediately answering with a gushing, “yes, yes, yes.”

Throughout the book, words and pictures strike a 
wonderful balance of beauty and information. Little 
bubbles let you know the “space addresses” of the 
planets, stars, black holes, and more that are presented, 
while poetry communicates the shapes, colours, and 
particularities. The entire book reads like a painter 
describing a prized painting.

Library Pages |

Despite the fact that, officially, the book is marketed 
towards children, I can say with absolute honesty that 
it was a pleasure to read. I read it multiple times in a 
row, not only because I was writing this review, but 
also (and mainly) because a single read-through is not 
enough to appreciate each page to its fullest. Fluffy 
clouds, angular mountains, tentacular nebulas, and 
innumerable dots and swirls and diamond-like stars 
fill the pages with colour and life, each new spread 
delighting the eye anew.

For the scientifically minded, or simply the curious, 
the book also offers details about the cosmic places 
presented in the poems, as well as a list of additional 
physical and digital resources and a very complete 
bibliography.

“You are small,” the book concludes, “but the 
adventures that await you are infinite.”

Beyond: Discoveries from the Outer Reaches of Space (Millbrook Press, 

2021). * Only on OverDrive.

■
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The history of the Literary and Historical Society 
of Quebec and the Morrin Centre building extends 
back two centuries, and our spaces house numerous 
historical artifacts important to the English-speaking 
population of Quebec City. Our new In These Spaces 
project will allow community members to virtually 
access our historic spaces and the objects in them while 
participating in telling stories about the history of their 
community.

This project will feature a launch and five live-streamed 
presentations by local experts in domains related to 
each of our spaces, including science, architecture, 
and history. Community members will be invited to 
participate by sharing stories and opinions about the 
presented rooms and the various artifacts put on display 
on our social media throughout the project. 

In These Spaces will launch in early 2022. Stay tuned 
for more information. 

Upcoming Events:
General Public

The Morrin Centre is pleased to launch  our new 
Library Lectures series! On Tuesday, December 14 at 
7:30 p.m., Professor Donald Fyson will give an online 
presentation titled "The criminal past of the faubourg 
Saint-Jean, 1760-1914."

The Saint-Jean neighbourhood of Quebec City has 
always been vibrant, in more ways than one. This talk 
explores the criminal past of the faubourg, from its early 
days under the British régime through to the beginning 
of the 20th century. After a brief overview of crime and 
its repression in what was then a very ethnically and 
socially diverse part of the city, the talk concentrates on 
two aspects in particular: the sex trade and policing.

Donald Fyson is a professor of history at Université 
Laval, specializing in the history of eighteenth-, 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century Quebec. He is 
particularly interested in the relationship between law, 
state, and society, notably as seen through the everyday 
operation of the criminal and civil justice systems, 
the police and local administration. His research has 
touched on topics such as homicides, imprisonment, 
and capital punishment. He is also the LHSQ's 
honorary librarian.

Visit morrin.org to sign up!

| Events & Activities

https://www.morrin.org/en/
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Upcoming Events:
Youth Events

Storytime Online is a literacy program for children ages 
3 to 7 that takes place on Saturday mornings at 9:30 
a.m. on Zoom. Each activity begins with the reading of 
a story followed by a craft inspired by the week’s theme.

The S.T.E.A.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art, and Math) Club welcomes children ages 8 to 12 
who love to experiment, create, and learn more about 
the world around them. The Club meets on Zoom on 
Tuesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. 

January 22	 Dragons Are the Worst!
January 29	 What We'll Build
February 5	 Pokko and the Drum
February 12	 I Don't Want to Read this Book!
February 19	 Norman Didn't Do It
February 26	 Bear Is a Bear
March 5	 See the Dog: Three Stories about a Cat
March 12	 The Little Wooden Robot and the Log  
		  Princess
March 19	 What's My Superpower?
March 26	 The Night the Moon Went Missing

January 18	 Harry Potter Wand

January 25	 Guest Microbiologist

February 1	 Balloon Hovercraft

February 8	 Fibonacci Art

February 15	 Making Water Rise

February 22	 Pan Flute

March 1	 Oil Resistant Art

March 8	 Guest Engineer

March 15 	 Mechanical Cardboard Hand

March 22	 Colour Flowers

March 29	 Friendship Bracelets

Imagination 2022

The Morrin Centre team has been hard at work for the last few 
months preparing our upcoming Imagination Writers' Festival. Stay 
tuned for more information as authors confirm their participation 
and as the Morrin Centre team plans a dazzling in-person festival!

Com i n gs o o n



SOCIETY PAGES 24

| Events & Activities

Do you delight in learning about the workings behind 
literary works? Do you wonder what is behind the 
construction of this or that story or song? I certainly 
do, and the So the Story Goes project most definitely 
satisfied that craving!

From June 23 to October 13, a variety of artists 
presented their art and the inner workings thereof 
to enthusiastic participants through a series of 
online workshops organized by the Morrin Centre. 
We learned how to construct a tale with Bernard 
Crustin, a Quebecois “conteur”; adults and children 
alike pondered how to illustrate children’s books 
with illustrator Sophie Casson; we tried our hands at 
illustrating a mini graphic novel with writer Kassandra 
Luciuk and illustrator Nicole Marie Burton; we 
listened to singer Tess Leblanc deconstruct traditional 
songs; and finally, we were regaled with Indigenous 
stories by author Richard Van Camp. With such a 
varied offering, there was something for everyone in 
So the Story Goes!

In each workshop, participants were able to apply 
their new knowledge in creative ways, which lead to 
the sharing of art works, stories, and even just-written 
songs! How motivating it was to see participants young 
and old interact with the workhop guest(s) to get 
compliments and feedback on their creations. The in-
person workshop with Tess Leblanc was particularly 
well attended, and most of the participants took their 
turn in the spotlight, reading, singing, or rapping their 
brand-new creations to the delight of everyone’s ears.

It is with great pleasure that we take this opportunity 
to announce the upcoming launch of a virtual exhibit 
for this project! On our website (morrin.org), you 
will soon be able to enjoy clips from the workshops, 
learn more about the artists, and discover some of 
the participants’ creations. Keep your eyes peeled: an 
invitation to the launch should be coming by way of 
our newsletter very soon.  ■

So the Story Goes:
Narration in Many Forms
By Jeanne Lebossé-Gautron

This project is made possible thanks to our generous partners:

From left to right:
Bernard Crustin, Sophie Casson, Kassandra Luciuk,  

Nicole Marie Burton, Tess Leblanc, Richard Van Camp

https://www.morrin.org/en/
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Interested in discussing literature with other book lovers? Missing 
connecting over books in the Library?

Come join Pixels & Pages, the Morrin Centre’s online book club! 

Our next meeting will be in January 2022.  

Please email library@morrin.org to learn more or to sign up!   

Pixels & Pages: 
The Morrin Centre's Online Book Club

The Morrin Centre's administrative office will be closed from December 22, 2021 to January 4, 2022 inclusively.

You will still be able to enjoy library services and guided tours on the following days:

Holiday Schedule at the Morrin Centre: 
Administration, Library Services, & Guided Tours

Guided Tours

Wednesday, December 22

Thursday, December 23

Wednesday, December 29

Thursday, December 30

Sunday, January 2

Library Services

Wednesday, December 22

Thursday, December 23

Wednesday, December 29

Thursday, December 30

Thank you to our sponsors and partners: 
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For as long as I can remember, I have loved reading. I 
can still see myself, at a young age, going to wake my 
parents up at five in the morning to ask them to read 
Goldilocks to me for the thousandth time. Looking 
back, I think they must have been saints to accept so 
many early morning story times. But in doing so, they 
fostered in me a passion for books and a curiosity for 
learning. Any book in the kids’ section of my local 
library was fair game. I would read any chance I could 
get: past my bedtime; when riding in the car and trying 

desperately to catch whatever lamppost light shone on 
the pages; even in class when I should have been paying 
attention to the teacher. I remember one teacher even 
throwing a whiteboard eraser at me to get me to stop 
reading! 1

Teaching came naturally to me. I wanted to help 
younger minds develop the same love for reading and 
learning that I have had since my youth. Furthermore, a 
career in teaching would allow me to travel and explore, 
leading me to new vistas and cultures. I was able to 
work in both Ukraine and Italy before settling back 
in Quebec City. I then taught on the north and south 
shores before being hired by the Morrin Centre.

I have known about the Morrin Centre for a number of 
years. I first encountered the centre through a live action 
role play (LARP) activity, and both the institution and 
the building have become dear to my heart. The Library 
itself has both a gravitas and an aura that cannot be 
found anywhere else in Quebec City and it resonates 
deeply with me as a book lover.

As the Centre’s new education coordinator, I want to 
foster a learning environment that is deeply rooted 
in cooperation and exploration. I truly believe that 
teamwork and experimentation is the best way for 
students of all ages to learn and grow. I am looking 
forward to working with our members of all ages 
through Storytime, the S.T.E.A.M club, and other 
future projects.   ■
1 I condone neither throwing erasers at students nor reading in class. Pay 
attention to your teachers!

Meet Our New Education Coordinator:
Antoine Dumont

Some books dear to Antoine's heart:

It Devours! by Joseph Fink & Jeffrey Cranor
The Poppy War by R. F. Kuang
The Name of the Wind by Patrick Rothfuss
The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry

| Miscellanea
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Ever since I first set foot 
in the Morrin Centre's 
Library in 2019, I have 
not been able to leave 
it. I volunteered in 
the Library before the 
pandemic and then 

worked as a guide during summer 2020. I am now back 
in the Library, where you will see me on weekends. The 
Morrin Centre is without a doubt my favorite place in 
Quebec City.

I am currently in the middle of my second, and final, 
year in CEGEP in the International Baccalaureate 
program with a focus on international engagement and 
languages. I am also very involved in school activities: 
I am the Student Council coordinator of my CEGEP, 

I tutor students in philosophy, and I am on multiple 
school committees.

Passionate about languages, I am fluent in French, 
English, and Spanish, and can also speak a little bit 
of German and Chinese. I love languages and want to 
learn more of them as I take my next steps in the world. 
My dream is to work in a field that will allow me to 
travel and work at the same time, which is why I would 
like to study law and languages in university.

More about me: I also have a great interest in helping 
others and saving the environment, as well as learning 
about other cultures. Reading has been one of my great 
passions since I was 11 years old, when I first read 
Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice, which has been my 
favourite book ever since.   ■

Meet Our New Library Clerk:
Maude Boucher

I’m excited to be a part 
of the Morrin Centre's 
team as the new 
Heritage Coordinator! 
I am originally from 
Scott, in the Beauce, 
but came to Quebec 
City in 2015 for my 

studies at CEGEP St. Lawrence. It was during that time 
that I first heard about and visited the Morrin Centre. 
I attended a book launch in College Hall in 2016, and 
I fell completely in love with the building! I then left 
Quebec City to attend the University of Ottawa, where 
I completed my undergraduate degree in history with a 
minor in Celtic studies. While at University of Ottawa, 
I had the privilege of spending a semester abroad at 
the University of Glasgow and got to see the best that 
Scotland has to offer. 

I am now back in Quebec City, close to my family 
and friends, and pursuing my master’s in history at 
Université Laval. As a fan of Quebec City and Scottish 
history, my thesis will focus on the integration of the 
Scottish population and the preservation of Scottish 
culture in our beloved capital. The Morrin Centre is 
the perfect place for me to work during my studies 
since it was, and still is, the centre for English-speaking 
culture in the city. In my role as tour guide and heritage 
coordinator, I get to teach the public about important 
events in Quebec City’s history—and constantly learn 
more about Scottish people and institutions that can 
benefit my research!

Outside of school and work, I enjoy reading fantasy, 
historical, and romance novels, listening to musicals, 
playing board games, and attending pub quizzes with 
my friends.   ■

Meet Our New Heritage Coordinator:
Rosalie Simard
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Pavillon Jeffery Hale Pavilion
1270, ch. Sainte-Foy  G1S 2M4

Hôpital Jeffery Hale Hospital
1250, ch. Sainte-Foy  G1S 2M6

A COMMUNITY OF CARE
Services & Activities in English
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Services de santé bilingues

418 684-5333
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Morrin Centre’s
Annual Fundraising Campaign

With more and more guests returning to experience the Morrin Centre in person, 
it’s the perfect time to help our National Historic Site maintain its splendor.

Just in time for the holiday season, we’re calling on community and friends 
to participate in our 2021 fundraising campaign. This year, funds raised during 
the campaign will go towards re�nishing the Library’s hardwood �oors, 
helping them to keep their luster for the tens of thousands of members and visitors 
who pass through every year.

It’s a great opportunity to show your support for the Morrin Centre and help ensure 
that it remains a vibrant gathering place for our community for generations to come.

YOU’LL BE  FLOORED 
BY OUR  2021  FUNDRAISING 
CAMPAIGN!

MORRIN CENTRE  |  44 Chaussée des Écossais, Quebec City (QC)  G1R 4H3  |  418-694-9147  | info@morrin.org  | morrin.org

morrin.org/campaign


