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instead of coming to the hornwork to take there the road

from Quebec to Lorette, by which the left had double the

distance to march, besides being more liable by approach-

ing the hornwork so near to the English, to make them dis-

cover the retreat.

The army, by this operation, would have arrived all at

the same time in the road from the Sault to Lorette by the

difference in the length of these cross ro:ids, and would have

naturally formed a column all along that road ; and as it

was not a forced retreat, they had the time from twelve at

noon until eight at night to send off all the baggage by
cross roads to Lorette, without the English perceiving it

;

but supposing them even fully aware of our design, which
might have been executed in open day, they no way could

disturb our operations without attacking- the hornwork,

and attempting the passage of the river St. Charles—a very

difficult and dangerous affair—where they might be easily

repulsed, exposing themselves in a moment to lose the

fruits of their victory, without enjoying it ; and consequent-

ly they would have been insane had they ventured on such

a rash enterprise. Instead of these wise measures, which

common sense alone might have dictated, tents, artillery, the

military stores, baggage, and all other effects, were left as a

present to the English ; the officers saved only a few shirts,

or what they could carry in their pockets : the rest was lost.

In fact, it would appear, by this strange conduct, that a

class of men there, from interested views, were furiously

bent on giving up the colony to the English, so soon as they

could have a plausible pretext to colour their designs,—by
lopping off gradually all the means possible to defend it any

longer. M. de Yaudreuil had still other kind offices in

reserve for the English. He wrote to de Ramsay, King's

Lieutenant and Commander in Quebec,^ as soon as the re-

* The deliberations of the council of war, called at M. Daine's, Mayor of

Quebec, on the 15th September, 1759, published in de Ramsay's Memoires, iu

I'SGl, by the Literary and Historical Society, have done an efl'ective, though a

tardy, justice to de Ramsay's memory.—(J. M. L.

)
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treat was decided :— " That he might propose a capitula-

" tion for the town eight-aud-forty hours after the departure

" of our army from our camp at Beauport, upon the best

" conditions he could obtain from the English." We ran

along in flight all night ; and at daybreak M. de Bougain-

ville, w^ith his detachment, joined us near Cap Rouge. In

the evening, our army arrived at Pointe-aux-Trembles—five

leagues from Quebec—where it passed the night, and next

day came to Jacques-Cartier. The English had so little

suspicion of our retreat, seeing our tents standing without

any change at our camp, that Belcour—an officer of La

Rochebaucourt's cavalry—having returned to it with a de-

tachment, two days after our flight, he found evrything

the same as when we left it. He went into, the hornwork

with his detachment, and fired the guns (pointed) at the

heights of Abraham towards the English camp, which

greatly alarmed them.
FINIS.

[The remainder of the manuscript alludes more parti-

cularly to the campaign conducted by Chevalier de Levis,

which ended, in 1760, by the capitulation of Montreal.]
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Extmct of the Register of Marriages, Baptisms and Deaths of the French Cathe-

dral at Quebec, for 1759 :
—

'
' L'an mil sept cens cinquaiite-iieuf , le quatorzitjme du niois de vSeptembre,

a €t6 inhiim6 dans I'Eglise des Religieuses Ursixlines de Quebec, haut et puis-

sant Seigneur Louis Joseph Marquis de Montcahn, Lieutenant General des

armies du Roy, Conimandeur de I'ordre Royal et niilitaire de 8t. Louis, Com-

mandant en chef des troupes de terre en rAm6rique Septentrionale, decede le

meme jour de ses blessures au combat de la veille, muni des sacrements qu'il a

recus avec beaucoup de pi^t6 et de Religion, Etoient prti.sents i^i son inhuma-

tion MM. Resche, Cugnet et Collet, chanoines de la Cathedrale, M. de Ramezay,

Commandant de la Place, et tout le corps des ofHciers.

(Sign6,)
" RESCHE, Ptre. Chan.

" COLLET, Chne.


















